$6                          GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

(5)    ArUdhanfi, a prose note on palm leaf (1274);

(6)    Bnlasiksha  by Samgramsinha (1280).

Many rasas and prose stories of the fourteenth
century are available. But the works valuable for appre-
ciating the change in the language are:

(7)    PratikramanabnlUvabodha, by Tarunaprabha (1355);
and,

(8)  Mugdhftvabodha, a text-book of Samskrta grammar
with explanations in Old Gujarat! by Kulamandana (1394.)

About the same time, flourished Somasundara (1374-
1446), and early in the following century, Bhalana (c. 1426-
1500), both very important authors in the language.

The fundamental characteristics of Old Gujarat! may be
shortly noted.

I.    Samskrta, Prakrta and Apabhransa belong to the
class of languages known as synthetic, while Old Gujarat!,
from the beginning, exhibits a progressively pronounced
tendency to become analytic and drop the inflections.

II.    Old Gujar^ti develops a phonetic change by which
a double consonant is simplified and the preceding vowel
is lengthened.   This must have been the result of a change
of accent.

III.    The indistinctly pronounced vowel at the beginning
of a word is dropped.

IV.    A definite tendency to replace the Apabhransa form
of words by its Samskrta equivalent comes into existence.

V.    About 1400 ^ begins to be used as an auxiliary verb.

VI.    After 1500, as Gujarata had become a separate
kingdom and Patana was no longer a literary centre for
Gujarata as well as Rajputana, the language spoken in
Gujarata began  to develop  new features, assuming its
modern shape about 1650.1

IV

The earliest folk literature of the Aryans was asso^.
ciated with the dance called rasa.   Men and women, sing-

lf   Vide Note B at the end of the Chapter.